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Abstract

A reductive alkylation–halolactonization–free radical cyclization reaction sequence plays a pivotal role
in a synthesis of the hispidospermidin analog 3 from m-toluic acid. © 2000 Elsevier Science Ltd. All
rights reserved.

Hispidospermidin (1) is a recently isolated tetracyclic spermidine alkaloid inhibitor of mam-
malian phospholipase C (PLC), an enzyme regarded as a target for drug development against
proliferative diseases.1 Whereas 1 is a micromolar inhibitor of mammalian PLC, amine 2 is
virtually inactive, and both spermine and spermidine weakly inhibit mammalian PLC.1 This
suggests that the polyamine moiety in 1 is essential for PLC inhibitory activity and that the
hydrophobic cage merely potentiates inhibitory action. Two total syntheses of this natural
product have been reported.2,3 This paper describes a synthesis of hispidospermidin analog 3
using a reductive alkylation–halolactonization–free radical cyclization sequence to construct the
trans-fused perhydroindan substructure of the natural product.4,5

The synthesis of 3 began with preparation of bridged perhydroindan 10, as shown in Scheme
1. Birch reduction of m-toluic acid (4), followed by in situ alkylation of the resulting dianion,
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provided dihydrobenzoic acid derivative 5.6 Treatment of 5 with iodine in aqueous tetra-
hydrofuran gave iodolactone 6 in 80% overall yield from 4. Hydrolysis of the acetal using
aqueous formic acid provided aldehyde 7 (85%), which was converted into hydrazone 8 in 95%
yield upon reaction with 1-amino-2-phenylaziridine7 in methanol. Treatment of 8 with tri-n-
butyltin hydride in benzene under reflux provided trans-fused perhydroindan 9 in 80% yield.
Whereas the crude product contained trace amounts of a compound suspected to have a
2-phenylethyl group appended to C8, it could be recrystallized to provide pure 9.8 This free
radical cyclization relies on the excellent methodology developed by Kim9 within the context of
a route to trans-fused perhydroindans previously developed in our laboratories.4 The synthesis
of 10 was completed in 50% yield by a two-step sequence involving lithium aluminum hydride
reduction to provide a diol, followed by formation of the primary mesylate and cyclization.

The synthesis of 3 continued as described in Scheme 2. Installation of the C11 nitrogen
functionality was accomplished using a four-step reaction sequence. Thus, epoxidation of the
olefin from the least hindered face gave 11. Rearrangement of the epoxide using lithium
diethylamide provided allylic alcohol 12 in 88% yield.10 Conversion of 12 to trichloroacetimidate
13, followed by thermal rearrangement, gave 14 in 62% overall yield.11 Catalytic hydrogenation
of the olefin was accompanied by hydrogenolysis of one carbon�chlorine bond to give 15 in 90%
yield. Hydrolysis of amide 16, followed by acylation of the resulting amine 16 with acid 17 gave
amide 18 in 60% yield.3 Lithium aluminum hydride reduction of 18 gave the target spermidine
derivative 3 in 69% yield.

From the standpoint of biological activity, hispidospermidin analog 3 has not yet been
evaluated as a mammalian PLC inhibitor. It has been found, however, that the hispidospermidin
analog 3, hispidospermidin (1),12 adamantane analog 19,13 cyclohexyl analog 20,13 spermidine,
and spermine, show no obvious inhibition of bacterial phosphotidylinositol-specific PLC at
concentrations up to 10 mM.14 From the standpoint of a possible synthesis of the natural
product 1, this route incorporates potentially useful functionality for completion of the cage
structure, but does not provide for incorporation of the C6 methyl group in its current form.15

Scheme 1.
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Scheme 2.
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